
GOD FOR US
Romans 8:29‑32
Are you sure that you will go to heaven when you die? In order to live life victoriously, each of us need this assurance. However when faced with the question, too often we point to a flimsy basis for our assurance. When asked "Why" we are sure, we will point to something we have done or to our feelings. The real basis for assurance is found in God‑‑‑not in us. There is nothing about me to help me be really sure about my eternal destiny. Just the opposite is true; most of what I know about myself would discourage any thoughts about being sure.

The real basis for assurance is that God is “for us.” In an outburst of joyous confidence the Apostle asks, "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?" The "these things" about which he asks could include the sufferings and trials under consideration. It could also include the wonderful things He has just said about God's purpose. He does not mean to suggest doubt about God being for us. "If" could be translated "since", or "in view of the fact that God is for us.'' The condition of the clause assumes the thing under consideration to be true. God is for us. Now admittedly there are some, things that can be against us, though God is for us, but surely not successfully against us. God being for us is the real basis for assurance and confidence.

On either side of this wonderful affirmation is the evidence of God being for us, He is for us both in His purpose and in His provisions. Let me invite you to come to this great text as a worshipper today. This is not a place for the philosopher, but for the awestruck saint. Let us behold the wonder of the Eternal God being on our side.

GOD IS FOR US IN HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE
In explaining how we are the ones called according to His purpose, the Apostle leads out into the realm of the mysterious. You and I need to walk with him as worshippers, with eyes wide open to the goodness of God. He sketches in broad outline of our salvation from eternity to eternity. It all begins with the foreknowledge of God and ends with glorification.

''For whom He did foreknow". This foreknowledge of God must include more than the fact of his knowing beforehand what was going to happen. He knows everything beforehand. He is omniscient. In this context this word means to know before hand in a special and selective way. "Know" is a word of love when used of God. He set his heart upon these in a special way before they were ever born, back in the dark regions of eternity. This foreknowing was not dependent upon any conditions. He did not predestinate them because of something He foreknew, but rather he just foreknew them as the pre‑condition of predestinating.

After foreknowledge, there is predestination. "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son." To predestinate is "to determine from the start what shall be the outcome". It is to predetermine, to foreordain. The word has the basic idea of marking out before hand. The thing predetermined was not that they would go to heaven, but that they would be conformed to the image of his Son. The conformity to the image of Christ is a moral and spiritual conformity. The purpose of this conformity is that the honor and praise belonging to the Firstborn might come to Christ. The ultimate purpose then of the predestination of these was the praise and glory of Christ.

Predestination is followed by the "called". “Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called." We must not confuse this call with the invitation extended in the Gospel, This is the effectual call. While it involves the outward appeal of the Gospel, it is basically the inner compulsion that brings men to Christ. Do you remember when you received Christ? Did you not feel yourself to be drawn to Him by a divine force? This is the call. This call comes to all of those who were predestinated.

The effectual call leads to justification. "Whom he called, them he also justified.'' The ones justified are the very ones that were called. To justify is the gracious act of God whereby He declares the ungodly to be righteous. It is God removing the sin of men in forgiveness and bestowing upon them as a free gift the acceptable righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the great act of God in mercy toward guilty sinners. God did it! They were justified.

Is not justification the end? It may be the end of our present experience, but it is not the end of the purpose of God. Beyond justification there is glorification. "And whom he justified, them he also glorified." Glorification is the act of God in which He redeems the body of the believer. In glorification the believer receives a body like the glorious body of the Lord Jesus which He received in the resurrection. But is this not yet in the future for the believer? Yes, it is in the future as far as our experience is concerned, but in the purpose of God it is already completed. Each of these verbs is in the historical aorist tense. They are viewed as already completed actions. When God foreknew us before the foundation of the world, at that same time in His purpose He glorified us.

What does all of this mean? Many have come to this passage have tried to approach it logically. They have tried to work out all of the logical implications. It is much better to come to the passage, and let it say what it says, and then not add anything else. What does it say? It affirms that God's purpose to save us is eternal. We are Christians today, sons of God, because God set His mind upon us before the foundation of the world. This is another way of affirming that our salvation is utterly of the Lord. You can explain our salvation only by pointing to God. We are the sons of God because God chose to make us His sons. Furthermore, our salvation is complete in the mind of God. Before us is a divinely constructed chain. As such it is complete. There is no suggestion of a possibility of a break in the chain. God foreknew some. Those He foreknew, He predestinated. These then were the ones He called. These then were the ones He justified. These then were the ones that He glorified. None were lost in the process and difficulties of life. We can confidently affirm then that God is for us in His purpose.

GOD IS FOR US IN HIS PROVISION
There is further evidence that God is for us. He has not only chosen us to be like Christ, He has presented the sacrifice that made all of this possible. The presentation of the Son of His own love is the evidence that God is for us.

"He that spared not his own son, but delivered him up for us all shall he not with him also freely give us all things.” It is put in the form of a question, but should be understood as a positive affirmation.

There are three things about the provision to be emphasized. First, God provided His very best. "His own Son" is a special expression. It points to Christ as being the peculiar and private Son of God. He was possessed by the Father in a unique way. While it is true that Abraham had several sons, in a special way he only had the one son Isaac. God has many sons. Even the angels are called the sons of God along with all men as creatures. But there is only one only begotten of the Father. There is only One who has always been in the bosom of the Father. This is the Son that God presented in our behalf. If God gave us His only Son, surely He must be for us.

This provision was by nature sacrificial. "Spared not" takes us back to the experience of Abraham. God asked that great man of faith to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac, In obedience to the word of God, Abraham took his son to the top of Moriah to be offered in sacrifice. But when Isaac was already bound and in place; and the hand of Abraham was raised to slay the offering, God spared Abraham's son. A ram was offered in the stead of Isaac on the altar. But when God's Son was stretched out in agony on the altar of the Roman Cross, He had to cry, "My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?" God did not spare him. Rather He "delivered him up". This is the word used of the presenting of a sacrifice at the altar in Jerusalem. Rather than sparing His Son, God presented Him at the altar to be slain in place of the guilty sinners. "For us all" carries the idea of in our stead, or as our substitute, Jesus was offered as a sacrifice for our sins; He died in our place on the tree.

However the primary interest of the Apostle in this provision just now is in what it reveals about God. If God was willing to make such a sacrifice for us, does it not seem reasonable that He will be willing to give us any of the smaller things that we might need. This great provision is a sure sign that God is for us. Such a deed on His part gives us a basis for assurance and confidence as we face the future.

The outcome of this whole thing is really dependent upon God. The glorification of the saints is the work of God. It is dependent upon God's ability to complete that which He began. Salvation is God's project. He launched into this with the purpose in view of glorifying His Son. Surely He is able to finish whatever He started. If He is able, can we be sure that He wants to finish it? Is there any evidence of His willingness? This brings us to the fact that He offered His own Son on our behalf. This is evidence enough of His seriousness about this matter. God means business. He took the big and costly step when He sent His Son to die for our sins. Anything else will certainly be minor when compared with that deed.

So my friend, if you know that you have your faith in Christ alone for salvation, if you know that you belong to God, then you have assurance. God is for you. If He is for you, no one can ever be successfully against you.

